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OBSERVATIONS | 
0 N THE 


HERRING FISHERIES | 25 


RL 


uro THE 


| Nogrs and ws Coaſt of ScorLanD, &c. 


WITH 


: Plain Rules 3 for curing, and for 3 the 
| London Market with WHITE HERRINGS. 
What can we reaſon, but from what we know ? 
| Pers. 


4 
. 
F ” 


By LEWIS M<CULLOCH, _/_ 
No. 25, SwiTHIN's-LANE; : 


For many Years employed in furniſhin g the Merchants of 
; | London with Herrings for Exportation, 
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concerned n a. a fiſhery. on the. coaſt of 


Seotland thr large fiſh, were inclined to 
ring Fiſhing 5 attf knowing | 


_ that the writer of theſe, ſheets had been 


try. the E 


15 


for many years employed, in London, in 


that branch of buſineſs, they requeſted 


bis adyice and. information on the ſub- 
e, 1 | 


Upon which 1 gave 8 a ſketch 


of the ſupplies which were brought to 
B the 


— ae port of London for ſale, with de- 
: ſcriptions of the fiſh from the ſeveral 
places, the prices they were ſold at, and 
the different methods of curing; alſo 
how to avoid thoſe methods not t generally 

| * of. 


To theſe he added hed obſervations £ 
and lad down, (after conſulting, and 


„ having the approbation of ſome of the 


moſt experienced judges of the ſubject) 
plain rules for curing, and packing the fiſhy 
which had not been 2 Ns m_ 3 
writer before him. 5 5 


| He beſides furniſhed ſeveral other gen- 
tlemen, concerned in Herring Fiſhings in 
Scotland, and in England, with copies 
of thoſe ſketches and obſervations, a8 
inducements to exert themſelves in fur- 


5 ming 


niſhing the Dont cnet with larger 
ſupplies of compleatly cured fiſh, ſuch 
being much wanted; and he hopes OY 5 
"on have that er effect. e 

70 choſe ſkaches, &c. he occaſionally | 
added many remarks and hints, which 
from enquiries, or long experience, oc- 
curred to him on che ſubject. 

1 On ſhewing the whole collected to 
ſome gentlemen, . acquainted with, and 
friendly to the fiſheries, they were of 
opinion, that ſo much uſeful information 
_ ought to be made public; eſpecially at 
this time, when many of the firſt per- 
ſons in the kingdom are exerting them- 
| ſelves, for encouraging and . the 


fiſheries. 


r 
< 


2 1 
2 


f . 


1 * 1 Apa 


About he time. when. this „ ſubject at- 


| — the attention of the public, Sir 


John Sinclair ſent for, and converſed with | 


the writer on the ſtate and nature of our | 
North and Eaſt Coat Fiſhings, which he 


was enabled to explain, by ſhewing to 
that gentleman, accounts of herrings ſold 


i by him from ſeveral fiſheries, with the 
prices they ſold at, for a courſe of years. 


5 


He particularly explained the progreſs 


(from. a ſmall beginning) made on the 
| coaſt of Caithneſs, and how ſuſceptible 
that fiſhery was of further e 


He i on Sir Joins with a copy 


of theſe Eſſays for his peruſal ; who was 


pleaſed to return them, with his appro- 
bation in the following card: 


i 


„ Sir 


TUES 
2 Sir john Sinelair has examined the. 
0 « incloſed; and- thinks. the obſervations. 
contained in it well intitled to the at- 
4 tention of the Fiſhing Society, to 
. vhoſe Secretary he incloſes a recom- 


4 mendation-— 1 8 
. vue. 2 1 ay, 1 ON 


1 


Oi tet SY a ON a thein 
was delivered, with Sir John Sinclair's | 
recommendation, to the Secretary of * The 
« Britiſh. Society for extending the Fiſhe- 
* ries, and * the _ 2 of 
*% this Kingdom.” 5 2. n os old 
Alber Mictfuninder the Secretary inform- 
ed the writer, that ſinee the delivery, no 
Committee of that Society had met for the 


. of peruſing ſuch papers of inform- 
TS 3 | ation; 


* 
* * 
Y 9 
11 
* 2 
] 
|; 


the deep ſea fiſnery. . "EP 


K fx 
ation; and that he belicved” they would 
not meet again ull the next winter. 


2 \ 


2 


The CG: beleben with che . 
of his friends, takes the liberty to publiſh 
theſe Sketches and Obſervations, with 
ſome additions and amendments, for the 


information of the public at large, as they 


may be of ſame uſe in the mean time, 


Should his explanations of the North 
and Faſt coaſt fiſhings, their importance, 
and how much their extenſion would in- 
creaſe the trade of the city of London, 
excite the opulent to become members 8 
of that Society, they might be enabled to 
0 extend their benevolent” plans to thoſe 
coaſts, eſpecially to the eſtabliſhment of | 


are 


are invited to embark in the buſs-fihing; 
phat advantages are explained, with the 

ge bounties ; and if purſued with the | 
— and errefulneſe of the Dutch, 
they muſt reap the ſame ſucceſs and re- 


putation. * 


Es 0 | 1 the London market with 
good fiſh, will encourage the fiſheries in 
general, no time ſhould be loſt for ac- 


. compliſhing that national purpoſe. 


To accelerate which, the expence to 
government would not be much for trial, 
to furniſh a few of thoſe buſſes as 
patterns, conſtructed on the moſt approved 
plans, fitted out with the apparatus com- 
pleat, but nothing extravagant. Thoſe 
to be diſtributed among the ſmall towns 


on the North coaſts, to be manned by 
'B $- ſeamen 


— 


experienced officers. By way” of experi 
ment, they might purſue the whole extent 
of the fiſhing from Shetland to the river | 
Thames, and be furniſhled wick vo $ 
and inſtructions for their conduct, 
countable to Truſtees at home, and TH 
management ſtrictly -enquired | into at 
London. To be paid or rewarded out 
of the produce of the fiſh, 099916 to 
their ſucceſs, ODIN 14:7 AL 


7 this trial ſucceeded, * the 24. 
proved to be advantageous, many adven- 
turers would embark f in it, for upplying 
London with the beſt cured fiſh, and our 
{ naval, ſtrength would thereby be increaſed | 
with the beſt of ſeamen, 


2 There | 


15 ix 1 
There are many parts on the: (cold 
| of 'Great-Britain where herrings appeat 
in Ace Which Bounty of proviaence che 
natives have never attempted to benefit 
| by, for want of inftrudtions.” The plain 
rules in this ſmall work, if they are 
attended to, will inform them how to 
cure and pack the fiſh, what encourage- 
ments are allowed in bounties from the 


government, and what prices they may 
expect for them, when they are ſent 
compleatly cured to proper markets, 


The Writer has only to add, that as 
his ſubject is of a nature little capable 
of ornament, and chiefly calculated for 

utility, he has been more ſtudious to 
deliver his ſentiments with accuracy and 
perſpicuity, than to labour them into a 
ſtile, of which they are not ſuſceptible. 

| His 


1 2 1 Fo: 155 
Eis hablts of life have not admitted ef 
chat acquaintance with literature which 
diſtinguiſhes the author; and; he hopes, 
therefore, that errors in language b be 
pardoned in one, whoſe only aim is to 


encreaſe the ſtock of public information 


on a ſubject of great importance. 
Londen, I, Augaft, 1788. 
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ON THE 


1 3 / of 7 — 


HERRING FISHERIES. 


SALTED or pickled White Herrings are 

ſent to London for ſale from the Firth 
of Forth, Dunbar, Eymouth, &c. taken 
and cured upon thoſe coaſts, about the 
months of April and May, 


They are ſmall and lean A from 800 to 
1200 herrings fill the barrel, | 


They 


of 195; to 226. per barret, w 


i the Herring Fiſhings on the coaſts ha „inf 


N 
| 
| 


They ſold for exportation at the rate 


with the bounty 
of 28. 8d. per ditto. „ 


In the years 1782 and 178 3. they ſold 
for 2 58. and 268. per barrel, with ditto, 


alle thoſe years. 


In 1784 0 an cont ditto. 


1785 ditto 268. _ ditto | ditto, 
1786 ditto 24s. to 268. ditto ditto, 
© { * Ken iss. l 285%.) ] ditto | * ditto. 


3 were made in the rin 


eff Forth for ſome years do cure white 


herrings, dry ſalted, without . piekle, but 
did not anſwer. The report from the 


Welt- Indies was, That when they got 


into warm climates, the alt being heated, 


Jr extracted 


extracted the fat and oil from the fiſh, 
and left them inſipid and taſteleſs; the 
oil mixing with the ſalt, tinged it yel- 
low, and gave it a bad flayour; ſo. that | 
neither fiſh nor ſalt anſwered the 7. 
hſhing purpoſes of * cured berrings. 


On the other hand, in the common 5 
way of curing at thoſe places; at the 
laſt packing, the curers generally uſe too 
much Scotch ſmall ſalt, which diſſolves 
into the pickle, and looſens the regular 
rows of fiſh, occaſioning them to ſtick 
55 together; whereas the large ſalt is ſuſſi- 
cient to keep them ſeparate; the fiſh 

thereby become flimy and flabby, ſhrunk 
up, and ſoon ſpoil. Should the pickle fo 
increaſed, leak out, or be drawn off, and 


the barrel after that opened, it appears ſo 
3 aun 


„ 
deficient, asto induce a belief that it had 
never been WOE: ny with herrings 


The next INT of from: a? 3 
&c. on the Eaſt coaſt of Caithneſs; as. 
fiſhing begins in July, when the fiſh are 

in excellent order; from 600 to "0 fill 

| the barrel. | bets: | 
Being generally better cured, and all 

with foreign or great falt, they are pre- 

ferred to the above, and n ſell at the 
beſt prices. 


* 


| Thoſe eme in this fiſhing, find- | 
ing encourage ment at London for more 

than they could cure, while the fiſh 
remained on that coaſt, extended 'their 
| fiſhing to, and made purchaſes on, the 
- "> Wh 


* 


$20 


| Weſt en 'of Scotland, and the ade 
© as further ſupplies. 


Very Er” red. ane are allo! cured 
at Staxi go, where additional houſes were b | 
lately erected for that purpoſe. The | 
fiſh are ſent to London for ſale, and an- 
fer for home conſumption. ET 


This fiſhing | is moſtly carried on in 
open boats, fix or ſeven men in each, 
near the ſhore; their nets are ſpread at 
night, and the fiſh ſold. on the beach 


in the morning to adventurers, who carry 


caſks and falt there to cure them; the 
price at ſo much per barrel, (according £ 
to the ſucceſs of the fiſhing,) but mea- 
ſured by the ſalmon barrel of forty-two | 


gallons. 


This 
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756 1 Fs 
"This ving ! is Lable to ſeveral ae. 
ruptions, ſuch as, e 


if the fiſh do not come near 8 IF ER . 


7 theſe open boats cannot. venture far out 


lt the weather prove ſtormy, they ca can- ” 
not live, and manage their nets in a 


| rou gh ſea. 


C Tf the winds ſet in eaſterly, which is 


right on ſhore, they cannot Per out to ; 
_ their n nets. Or, "SP; 5 


0 


If the fiſh Jewve that part of the coaſt 


* 4 
by — 


foon, the boat fiſhing 155 or 1s over * - 
1 ſeaſon. | 9 3 


* 
1 wh 4 * * 


All this time, the Dutch in their buſſes, 
vi deep ſea nets, are fiſhing at a 


diſtance 


<= 


; : " f 1 i 
- * . 
4 — ; g 
4 8 i | * 
re $ 
. * 2 
1 ** , ” 
- we 


1 


nee on- eb bee; bib great MG 
celaz-moving their ſtations as the body of 
fiſh move og ws: when or toward. the 
e. N CA A ved i ' 
This i is the e flbing, 3 pur- 
fied by the Dutch; their buſſes ren- 
dezvous at Shetland, and dip their ne 
on Midſummer Day; from thence they 
continue the fiſhing, in their ſouthern 
eſs, along the Faſt coaſts of Scot- 
E and England. But their herring 
 fiſhings have been on the decline for 


many years, (other nations interfering); 

their ſales are chiefly confined to their 
own home conſumption, and ſupplying 
their nei ighbours of Germany, Flanders, 
&cc. ſending few to their Weſt-India ſet- 
tlements, 1 5 


5 5 CTertainy 


| {ot 

| Certainly = ty | 
for fithing: at ſea, os he; Dutch man- 
ner, could by Britiſh fubjet#s dente 
Gand Ke in this . e 


They 310 he fined, out From , the 
northern ports of Scotland, where labour 


810 A 


is cheap, where hardy ſeamen, fiſhermen, 
| and ſtout lads for apprentices, may be 
engaged on moderate wages. . and all to 


18811 


be natives of thoſe places. | Theſe welke 


to ſail about the end of May, or in 
June for Shetland, and. begin whenever 


<# 44.4 


the fiſh appeared, and continue fiſhing 
to the ſouthward, in all that _ extenſive 
range from the iſlands of Shetland;-t0 the 
mouth. of the Thames, and be employed 
conſtantly from the month of May to 


November, „„ 


1 . 


TC Þ : 
The Dutch buſſed are ſaid to earry 
home two cargoes, leaving them to be 
repacked and ſold, and to return again 
with. caſks, ſalt, /&c. for a third cargo, 
during the - continuance” of this fiſhery; 
or the [buſſes continue the fiſhing, and 
fend home the barrels of fiſh caught in 
the yaggers that attend them with the 
needful Nores: 25 


. b ee by mall 
premiums, or ſhares of profit divided 
among the crews) became well acquainted 


and alert in this ſea fiſhing, one veſſel 
. . ſeveral 3 


# & £ 
£ 
* 


* 


ee af Halt, git: proviſions, Exc. 
5 waage be provided at particular ports on 
: the coaſt, where theſe veſſels may touch, 
| 80 deliver their cargoes of fiſh caught, 
Js 2 Ze to 


* 


=.  - . be {gia TOI. 4 len to: Lon- 

Ada bn ſale, the veſſels e! in freſh 

| | | ſtores, and returning as. ſoon. as poſſible 

to the fiſhing. Or to prevent interrup- 
tion, on receiving notice from ſea of 
their ſucceſs, veſſels may be diſpatched =} 
to them with thoſe ſtores, taking out the 

Mm barrels of fiſh.” caught, and returning to 

A them re- packed; or according to the 


diſtance ſouthward, proceed direct to Lon- 
don, where the fiſh may be re-packed and 
| _ without 4 858 time. „ en nim 


" 3 ö 7 * 3 % »4 
"7. . 
FAS 25 FELT, ? 


The buſſes Andes may e to 
London with their laſt cargoes, to be | | 
there re-packed by the crews; the ſaving 

by which, and the freight upwards, would 
' anſwer the expence for the ſhort time 
they had occaſion to remain there. In 
W they might Procure and carry 
home 


E ML.) 
has: alt, caſk., ſet up or in packs, 


| Raves, hoops, nets, lines, hooks, ſhip 


materials, proviſions, &c. for their next 
— dorf. alſo purchaſe neceſſaries and cloth- 
Ing for themſelves and families, and neigh- 
| bours, perhaps cheaper than they could 
be procured or made at, home; and all 
could be defrayed from the produce of - 
their fiſh. 


| This being the ſeaſon when herrings 
are wanted in London, being the beſt. 
' fiſh for exportation, known to be well 
cured (agreeable to inſtructions given for 
that purpoſe,) ahd the barrels re· packed 5 
ſo late with new fiſh, in proper order 
for exportation, and the largeſt marked 
for home conſumption; ſucb fiſh would ; 
always be preferred, would fetch the 
beſt prices, and my” be turned into 
3 1 


1 17 
alk in u bee aste aber heit u. 
n | 


Theſe bultes and” decked veſſels ſhould 
alſo be furniſhed with lines and hooks, 
in order to employ their intermediate 
time in catching large fiſh ; or ſhould 
| the herring fiſhing at any time fail, they 

might make uſe of their lines. 


This i is a fiſhery that would breed up 
ſtout ſeamen and ſkilful fiſhers ; 3 by being 
ſo long at ſea, every perſon on board 
would become an expert ſeaman, well 
acquainted with the coaſts in all the courſe 
of the fiſhery, and the beſt ſtations for 
fiſhing upon, both for herrings and large 

fiſh. 


fi 8: es 


K 13 1 


80 2 00 for explaining 1 poſiibility 


* the deep ſea fiſhing in buſſes, &c. 
anſwering on the North and Eaſt coaſts 

of Britain, and the certain alot 
ment of the London market pointed out, 


for Regs all the _ which NT 


: Something 5 to a regular annual 
progreſs may be traced out, which thoſe 
Heaven directed ſtrangers, the Herrings, 


make on our Eaft coaſts, near our 


ſhores, from the N orth, towards the 


— 


| « June, they appear firſt near the 
_ iſlands of Shetland. 


> 1 they are on the coaſt of Caith- 


neſs, and the fiſhing at Staxigo, &c. ge- 
E 4 8 nerally 


1 2 : 4 . 2 pe . 
: \ r * on * Wipe . 8 
4 „ FYRO 4% * 


— beginl 4 in. that here the 
ſucceſs of their boat fiſhings- depends « on 
t Westher, and on the eee 
in . b 


j 


Sp e got abus Ai 10 em 
Ta Auguſt 4 Septeinber; they 
off Dunbar, Eymo! &. where tl 
are ſtationary fiſheries, chiefly N on 
by boats near the ſfiore; and if che wea- 5 IF 
ther prove favourable, great quantities are 
cured, both red and white herrings, os 5 8 
the London market, Sock £191 „„ 


2 r E ; - $1, 4%. Þ x ME TOES $A ET. 
WIE C $8224 V4 YE 4 12 „ 1 F n 6 . | 
; „ 

In October . November meli 
, 


they are expected and generally appear 4 
the eoaſt of Norfolk, Yarmouth Roads, 
Kc. where the veſſels from Yarmouth, 
Loeſtoft, &c. are employed, and catch 

' thoſe immenſe quantities which are. ma- 
nufactured on ſhore into the beſt cured 

Es rd RR ns 180 


2 . — . 


— — — er RTn” a PEA 23 


; with 2 0 the ps CIs Pg | 


for ſale. le herrings' vifit 
che Kent im wap Suſſex boaſts, Where 
there are fall falheries" 


_ 


* 


Haſtings, &: After 
leave of our ſhores, and nn in HO 
Engliſh Channel. 


* 
2 


Thoſe annual Rationary fiſhings near 
it ſhore, on the coaſts of Caithneſs, 
Dunbar, Yarmouth, &c. never | totally 
fail, but are more of leſs ſucceſsful, ac- 
cording as the ſtormy weather, and ad- 
verſe winds, affect their particular fitua- 
tions. Excepting ſuch general and un- 


common ſtorms as happened in the 


ſummer and autumn in the year, 1782, 
when 


which chey take 


* 


Os 3 e 1 
- . * * 


perly cured. 


1 5 


e al the dae n lt . ons 


, almoſt failed. 


* 
ROSIE | 


alt, they anſwer for exportation at 3% 


or 48. per barrel under the prices of the 
beſt re, | 


[ 


1 This glhing 18 uncertain, but laſt win- 
ter was very abundant, perhaps * to 


the open. mild weather. 


Unfortunately there was a ſcarcity of 
proper ſalt and caſks in all that neigh- 
bourhood, and the fiſh were not pro- 


This 


1 | 


t 1 
This filhery was near  Qtianiery'y: J 
began in January, 1 787, and at oi 
a month or more, carried on by open 
boats. Buyers arrived in veſſels from 
all che towns on the Eaſt coaſt of Scot- 
land, to purchaſe, and were but . 
2 5 555 


The fiſh without being gutted, were 
put on board thoſe veſſels in bulk; in 


which ſituation they could not be equally . 
ſalted, they lay in that ſtate till the 


veſſels arrived at their ſeveral ports,- and 


| until caſks were made, and ſalt procured 


to pack them. 


Before they were barrelled, leſs or 


more of every cargo were tainted, and 
when re- packed for ſale, they were ſalted, 
without the gills and guts being taken 
”  - 


— 


5 8 1 15 * 
out, and in that, condition were ex- 
ported. 


Tx 
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© White herrings were formerly brought 
to London for ſale, from the Iſle of 


Man, Lancafter, Liverpool, &c. taken 


and cured on thoſe coaſts, and were very 
good, 1 


— 


For the two laſt Jears few came; either of 


: the fiſhings have not anſwered, or they 


ladies. x Song I 


were ſold to the Iriſh, or were exported. 


direct from thoſe places to "0 Weſt 


. : V 


About the month of November laft, 
. herrings were taken and cured 
on the coaſt of Wales, and a ſmall 


cargo of them brought to London for 
ſale. 


Balug 5 — of catching her- 
rings for euring on chat particular part 


of the coaſt, for want * inſtructions, 
the fh were packed in the barrels, 
without being gutted, and cured (ſalted ) 
with ſmall falt, which was all difſol 1 
into the pickle, the fiſn thereby ecame 
looſe, and the bartels were very deficient | 
_ in fulneſs, oi} i. 3; Banner 
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For the informaticn of curers in ge- 
neral, eſpecially of beginners, the plain 
rules for e, curing, and packing, 
| &c. of herrings, recommended in this 
ſmall treatiſe, n be very uſeful; and, 
if ſtrietly attended to, they may depend 
on their * ſo cured, always giving 


ſatisfaction 


t. 20 4 
—— . and of their felling 
at the beſt Fe for their encoy ge- 


Tue herring fiſhings on the coaſt of 
Sweilen, have been for ſome time paſt very 
late in the year, and interrupted by froſt 
and ſtormy weather; and for the two 
laſt years, almoſt failed. Therefore, few 
ſupplies were ſent from thence to the 
Weſt-Indies, and none from thence ſent 
to Ireland (as in former times) a duty 
being laid on them in that country, 
equal to a. prohibition, in order to en- 
courage the RON: fiſheries n their 
own coaſts, 


| The London merchants, who formerly 
ſent their orders for herrings to Cork, 
(where their barrel. 1s only twenty-eight 


gallons) 


„ 4 a 1 
i 5 Fol W 3 590 22 


| 3 F eee beſt, and 
always a conſtant market, provided it is 


well and regularly ee Pin, : fiſh, 
nr cured, | FFF 


oY 


wy the 8 on * Welt coaſts | ol 8 | 
Scotland, and among the illands, are 


rather late in the year, particularly the 
Great Winter Fiſhings in the lochs, and 
toward the ſouthward in the months of 
November, December and January, the, 
fiſh from thence cannot 'be ſent- to Lon- 
don in time for the Weſt-India ſhips, 
which, are fitted out the ſame ſeaſon: : 


therefore the fiſheries towards the North | 


and. Eaſt coaſts, muſt be looked up to, 
encouraged and extended, as the moſt 


_ eertain and natural ſupplies, to. come in 
| proper 
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Y dla dds bartels Mey be Tall 
E annually, ſuppoſed about the average 
prices of the three laſt years, for the beſt 
| well cured fiſh, with the bounty of 2 28. 84. 
5 per barre], on b erponaten. bh wh OT * 
Ic a goſh e fiery, | 4 it 18 1 
| poſed that the beſt may be provided at 
the prime coſt of 158. or 165 per bar- 
rel, and from favourable, ſituations and 
| circumſtances, often much lower; 1 alſo 
from the bounties allowed by the govern= 
; ment, by the Acts of Parliament of 1 756 


and 175 1 1. 


Were 


Vf. 
Were thoſe good berrings ſent to 
London by regular ſupplies, to be at 
market in September, October, Novem· 
ber, and December months, they would 


7 1 * — oy 
* 182 alen 181 
1 „ 5 5 21 . 


Wee Spalt . erty 4 7 770 | | 
The thips fail, from Tents, in thoſe 


; 44.5 4 


| months for the Weſt-Indies and Jamaica, 
and carry out the neceſſary | plantation 
ſores * every port and bay round thoſs 
Nang ls, of whic k ftores white berrings are 
always 4 4 ben; | they are laid down at each 
plantation, without further expence in the 


751 Sd blos 
country. 
OPINION 27 15957 


Wen the planter was from experience 
certain, and could depend upon getting 
well cured, good fiſh, and at moderate 


Prices, from London, he would always 
: D prefer 


1 
| prefer that market, and not truſt to pre- 
: 7 carious and uncertain fupplies from othet 


4 
5 
«+ , 7 * * 


* 
| * 


Eq When well ſerved, he would order 
greater quantities for himſelf, and to 
ſupply his neighbours, who have not 
correſpondence in London, and the ge- 1 


neral eder be thereby ace, 
The Wel- India merchants 8 cheer⸗ 
X fully encourage a plentiful market for 
Such. goods as they could with certainty 5 
; recommend ; it would be for their in- 
tereſt ; they would receive commiſſion on 
| the value ſent out, with. the additional 
| 4 advantage of the freight. to their. own 
| „ ſhips outwards. . 
4 
YH 


© 
* OY 
. 


[ 25 * 
The * owners, the ap maſter, 


would alt teadily join, in promoti 
trade, chat would: LP aer increaſe 
* . 155 {33 „ N \ 


* 


- The A and other dealers in 
| "ry upon. ſpeculation, would be encou- 


moderate profit. It would be for the 
mutual intereſt of the original adventu- 
rers in the fiſheries, and the merchants, 
and dealers in London, that the prices 
| ſhould be fixed reaſonable, (according to 
the ſucceſs of the fiſhings) ſo as to en- 
courage the farmer, and prevent the latter 
from ſeeking out, or going to any other 
market. 5 
1 577 


completely cured herrings, when the mar- 
Ket was full, in order to keep them till 
they are wanted, to fell them again on a 
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N 
at high prices (the preſent cuſtom) will 
eee alas Ib 
a large ſeale, to become a national advan- 
tage. A reputation muſt be acquired for 
goodneſs: of fiſh, and moderate prices; then 
our own iſlands would by this channel, 
be amply ſupplied for their on conſump- 

4 tion, and ſpeculators enabled and en- 
couraged to ſupply their neighbours ; that 

nel being preferred to all other ſalted 

Hd, and in univerſal demand over all the 

Weſt-India iſlands and continent. 
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OBSERVATION $ 


CURING, &c. of WHITE HERRINGS. 


* 


By Acts of Parliament, the herring 
barrel muſt gauge thirty-two gallons, 
Engliſh wine meaſure ; the ſtaves muſt 
be half an inch thick at the bulge; the 
barrel full bound or hooped, and the 
curers names branded on the caſks, other- 
wile liable to ſeizure. 


D 3 To 


1 

To preſerve the fiſh rw good, and 
ſhining, ſalt ſhould be ſtrewed over and 
among them, and well ronſed, (mixed, 
turned over to partake equally of the ſalt) 
as ſoon as poſſible after they are caught 


and out of the water, 


They ſhould be gipped (the gill and 
gut taken out), be kept cleanly, out of 
the rays of the ſun, and from the in- 
fluence of froſt, till they are barrelled: 
it is reported that moon ſpine at the full 
affects freſh fiſh, and if they are ex- 
poſed thereto, become ſoon tainted, they 
- ought, therefore, to be covered from that, 
and alſo from rain, 


The herring dies the moment after it 


, - 


is out of the water, and being a deli- | 
Eat fiſh, every care ſhould be taken to 
preſerve . 


8 
preſerve it ſweet, in order to take (imbibe) 
the ſalt, and become a healthy pickled 
herring, „ 


At re- packing, the fiſh ſhould be ſorted, 
ſmall, middling, and large by themſelves, 
for regular package in the barrels; the 
largeſt marked, would ſell better for home 


_ conſumption. 


The fatteſt and largeſt fiſh do not an- 
ſwer ſo well for exportation to warm 
climates, and are often found broken. 


Where there are houſes for curing 
ſmoaked or red herrings, the largeſt and 
fatteſt fiſh anſwer beſt for them for home 
55 conſumption. ” 1 


D 4 | When 


„ 


When this: white herrings are SORRY | 
for fale, or for ſhipping, '\they [ſhould = 
| be falted with the beſt and cleaneſt, all 
| great foreign falt, between every row of | 

fiſh, the caſk packed carefully, and re- 
gular in rows from the bottom to the 
top, and filled as full as poſſible 222 c 
afterwards ſtrong. pickle filled in at the 
bung, till the barrel is quite full. 


This is particularly recommended to 
be attended to by the curers, both for 
their own intereſt, as wil as $ their repu- 


| tation, 


Fiſh ſo int and honeſtly cated will 


always anſwer, . 


If they ſhould come to market too 
late for ſale, or ſhould the market be 
over- 


1 2. 


overſtocked, and = cannot. be: disposed 


of that ſeaſon, (they muſt be houſed and 
kept all the ſummer), ſucb Ale will be 
good and merchantable next autumn, per- 
haps want. to. be filled up, with a little 
freſh pickle, Juſt ſufficient to SA. the 
fiſh moiſt, 


But if they were ill-cured, or ſlovenly 


or diſhoneſtly packed, the fiſh by lying 


ſo long will be ſpoilt, or they muſt be 
re-packed with freſh ſalt, the coſt of 
which, with the cooperage and other 


charges, bring on a great expence to 
make them ſaleable, and fit for expor- 


tation, 8 \ 


N. B. The expence in London of re- 
: packing and filling up barrels of herrings 


with freſh * is very great, from not 


being 


| 


E 
being allowed the great ſalt, 4 Res“ : 


This may be rectified, by permitting the 
falt to be purchaſed at warehouſes, where 


It is bonded for curing of fiſh, under the 
inſpectlon of the falt officers, who ſhould. 
attend and ſee it properly one without 
fraud. 
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HERRINGS, 2 FIC Ads of Par- 


2 


f | Hament, 1786 and 1787. 


T. owners of decked buſſes or 

veſſels, Britiſh built, I5 tons, or 

more, furniſhed with men, nets, 

ſalt, caſks, &c. per acts above, 

employed in the fiſheries 

per annum 208, per ton. | 
For every lane of herrings, red 
and white, twice packed, and come 
pletely cured, 24 barrels to each 


wm -- a.» as 


* 


Ll 
For every barre! exceeding _=_ 
proportion, only N I's. per ditto, 
To owners of boats not en- 
dene 208. por toy; for every] 
barrel, ftw . Is. per ditto. 
To owners of veſſels employed" 
in the deep ſea fiſheries on the | TO. 
North and North Eaſt coaſts, (over | ift, 80 Guiness. 
and above) the four veſſels whoſe | 2d, 1 
crews bring in the greateſt quan- ; zd, 40 ditto. 
tities of fiſh, caught between the 4th, 20 ditto. 
iſt of June and the goth of No- 5 
vember yearly - -<- = J 
Bounties of eighty guineas, ſixty 
guineas, forty guineas, and twenty 


guineas. 
For white herrings on | exports. 
tion, as before = - - 
Red herrings on ditto, ditto 1. 9d. per ditto. 
On dried cod fiſh, ling, or hake, 
on ditto „ 38. per Cwt. 
This year, 1787, the equivalent oy 
ſalt duties on herrings coaſtways 


28. 8d. per barrel. 


tom Scotland into England, for? #1177 e107 
| home conſumption, have not been 3 29581 
demanded nor collected, viz. | 


| On white eins paid formerly | PE 


— 4 : S157 11 # 
f * 


5 on every barrel” „ teme. 


. 
: 


Red herrings, CE on | exery 


1000 herrings, 3 7 - I's. 8. 6 erm. 

'To theſe may be added, the e 
faving by aboliſhing the fees to 
ſearchers, ſalt officers, &c. on all 


W — About 56 per barrel. 


F * 3 * 


hs 


| Norwithſianding al chiefs: beunties and 
pda if ſome plain rules "ang 
regulations are not laid down, and the 
obſervance of them enforced by. lay 
made, for the carefully and properly 1 
ſalting, well curing and honeſtly packing | 4 | | 
the fiſh, thoſe fiſheries on the Eaſt coaſts = 
of Scotland, ſo promiſing, ſo productive, 
and ſo practicable, in place of increaſ- 


ing, 


255 


1 36 J 
ing, will Lecline from loſs. of char 
racter. 19 1 300 3950 enen een 


* : * * 2 2 
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When theſe Lites and "regulations « are 


Bel upon and completed, they ſhould 
be Printed, and copies of them. ſent. to 


every Cuſtom-Houſe, in the. | neighbour- 


hood of which Herring Fiſheries, are 


carried on; one of which copies ſhould 


be given to every  fiſh«curer; and to 


every maſter of a veſſel or boat em- 
played iu the fiſhings, | for their rule, z 
with inſtructions ftritly to comply with 


| them, otherwiſe not to be entitled | to the 


N 


bounties. 


80 many barrels of W m0 herrings 
Lage been ſhipped from the port of 


London for ſome time paſt, a and com- 
plwaints 


tn 1 


plaints ſent home. concerning 

the Well India merchants, that. many. of 
thoſe: gentlemen have lately received or- 
ders from the planters, to ſend out thei 

ſupplies from Cork, (although dearer 
there) where the dealers in proviſions 
have the reputation of being more Carey 
ful in the well curing, and honeſtly 2 
packing their herrings. Great exertions 


are making in Ireland, and encourage- 
ments given for extending and increaſing 
the Herring Fiſheries upon their coaſts, 
both for their own home conſumption, 
and for ſupphying Cork and other towus 
with fiſh for exportation, along with 


= other * e 


An Inſpefor ſhould be appointed i in 
the port of London, to examine 2 pro- 
portion of every parcel of fiſh that 


comes | 


#7 
comes to market for Tale, nd 
when” they are found to be completely 
cured and merchantable. When found | 
deficient he Inſpector Thould' be im- 
pbireted 1 to call E two or three men i of 


| PRO 


to Sant Ms, and bs joint . 
port to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
a fine or penalty to be paſſed on the pro- 
prietors, according to the N * de- 
; wana Such had £3 OL, MOVES _ 


4 2%, > 
E 


kf the fh are found to be good, bat 
Yo dy and badly packed, not laid in 
regular rows from the bottom of the 
caſk, and properly ſalted, orders may be 
| given for ſuch to be  re-picked. | ; 5 
= — dase e Wib W548 b 
full, order the whole to be filled up. 
9 — . 
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The 8 & the additional grea 

neceſſary for, theſe. purpoſes, (but to be 
allowed the ſalt duty free) the cooperage 
and all other charges, to be at the eee, 
of the nee ie 


f 


If the barrels are found th be falſe 


and diſhoneſtly packed with tainted, old, 
broken, or bad fiſh, at the bottom, or 
in the middle of the caſk, and good or 


new fiſh at the top; or fiſh not gutted 
mixed with good fiſh, or falted with 


foul or bad ſalt, and om thoſe cauſes, 


deemed unmerchantable, ſuch ſhould be 


ſeized and ſold, and the curers, whoſe. 


names are branded on the caſks, ſhould 


be deprived of all the bounties on all their 
| fiſh for that year, 
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The curers mould be obliged to brin - 


or produce proof,” | 
in (alt 


a 7 vo 17 N 2 12 5 * > 
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the 'Y water, othi 


hours' after” ; they w were caught, or out 
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CHARGES 
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HERRING? ſent t 
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for Sal e. 
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Tur freight from Scotland to 


London, from 1s. 6d. to 28. 6d. 


per barrel, according to the di- 
ſtance, or per agreemient made. | 
; ln od {2 

If they, arrive at London whils 


7111 0 901 : 0 4 FA 


the ſhips for the Weſt-Indies are 

fitting out, and are found to be 

merchantable, they may be ſold 
„„ E 2 
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1 as. 4 
—— = — 2 tub 
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2 & 
London, 
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without 


e 1 4 
ths TR & 
without linding them, and re- „ 


7 15 ſhi pped for exportation, and A : | 
ſave expences. 
The lighterage er waterage 17 . 
1 a from one tip to another in the 
DFD 1 * — . per barrel. 
4 7 . „55 
Ditto to ſhips at Deptford, 4 


the like diſtance - =< = va. per ditto. 


. The e | Houſe charges, | 17 
(fince the fees were ſtopped) „„ 


2 


1 80 


| On every entry, for a 
cocket, debenture, and attend- 
* ance 68 8 N eg r r * about 10 So 


$ 


— 


The ſame expence on twenty 


barrels as on five hundred i ons * 
; e 03 bg 121. MO? nov". 
| Some way expences for wa- bc nad 45 
5 terage, drink, &c. if the officers +1 /) 


examine and brand them on board, : 
and attendance + | = about 58. on 100 barrels . 


ö N 7 > 
7 I 3 1177 Ae 7 * 1 703 80 5 4 


1.457% * « * 

4 3 4 , 

* * IF 1 
. 


% < of £ * 


» 4 w © * $4 


— 


: mon wharfs, and 5 hip oes not "I 
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ſhipped off, marking, &c. 


they lay long on the wharfs ex- 
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Ditto For refit A . ay . *. FE at 
the wharf, eve barge! | 21 12 | #4, per wer. 
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The cooperage, ; 


heading for inſpection, fop? A * 
to buyers, for making them com- 


pleat, full hooped, and tight when 
This expence is conſiderable if 


poſed to the ſun, wind and rain, 
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